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A NEW YEAR, A NEW
CHALLENGE!

A new year, a new challenge!
A belated happy new year to you all.
In the second half of 2018 we have been
working very hard to implement the strategy
that was presented to the members at the
Cyprus meeting. In particular, we have been
concentrating efforts in the following areas:
- new website

MEMBER NEWS

- development of LEI profiles on social
networks
- engagement of members in social media
- publication of a regular newsletter
- production of marketing materials to raise

LEI MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT

the profile of the members
- visits to members
- development of the practice groups and
- recruitment of new members.
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LEI NOTICEBOARD

Follow LEInternational on Linked In and
Twitter. We provide regular updates on
member news, business news from around
the world and a weekly spotlight
introducing you to a member firm.

We would like to share your stories with all
the members. If you have an idea for an
article or would like to submit some
content for the next update please contact:
bdmanager@lei-network.com.

Twitter: @leinetwork
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/laweurope-international/

Date for the diary
The Annual General meeting 2019 will be
held in Milan from Thursday 30 May to
Saturday 1 June 2019.

FB - https://fb.me/LEInetwork

A new year, a new challenge continued
The directors of LEI hold call conferences to monitor and assess the
achievement of results.
It is also true to say that we still haven’t achieved the projected results in the
area of the recruitment of new members. However, we are working tirelessly to
expand the network and we are confident that, if we continue working along
these lines, positive results will be achieved in the near future.
From a personal perspective, I am enjoying very much my position of chief executive of LEI and I am
determined to take LEI into a further stage of development. I want to express my gratitude to the
directors, treasurer, webmaster and business developer for their constant support and good work.
Registration for our flagship event is now open. The AGM is being hosted by CAJOLA & ASSOCIATI LAW in Milan and
I look forward to seeing as many members there as possible. Remember this year we are extending the invite to
non-members so they can get flavour of the network so please forward the invitation on to your contacts in target
areas.
I will continue with my travels this year to visit members so look forward to hearing your firm’s news
and meeting with your colleagues.
Lastly, please can I reiterate about booking your place on this year’s AGM as soon as possible.
My door is always open and look forward to making 2019 a success for us all.
Pablo
Chief Executive LEI

Recruitment Update
We are still working on campaigns in the target countries in a
bid to recruit new members. Tim Ashdown (Chairman) will be
travelling to Scotland in March to meet with law firms that
have shown an interest in LEI.
If you have contacts in these targets countries then please get
in contact with any of the board members or bdmanager@leinetwork.com
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LINKED IN
Top tips for improving your profile
1. Have a professional profile photo. Profiles with
photos generate more search matches and views.
2. Help people contact you. Include a personal email
address, even if you create a new one for LinkedIn
due to privacy concerns.
3. Use your headline well. Your headline is key. People
need to understand who you are and what you do.
“Partner at ABC.” shares very little but Partner |
Intellectual Property Lawyer | at ABC adds more
weight.
5. Write how people read. People read differently on screens and devices. Short paragraphs
are always a better choice.
6. Avoid the “CV dump.” Strive to reveal information that demonstrates your skills and
expertise.
7. Get recommendations. It is human nature to be swayed by good referrals. Seek
recommendations from former colleagues, direct reports and/or others who know you well
in a professional context.
8. Be active. Activity on LinkedIn raises your score in the search results (user engagement is
good for the platform and an essential element of LinkedIn's model). Post relevant
information or comment and “like” others’ contributions, either publicly or within relevant
groups. A relevant article or well-placed comment that garners respect from the right
audience could be the start or growth of a great business relationship.

Practice Groups - Employment
The LEI Employment Practice Group met in Hamburg in November at
ALP Rechtsanwalte. It was good to see firms from The Netherlands,
United Kingdom, Slovakia, France, Germany and Belgium.
On the practice group page of the website you will find the
updated global fact guide and recent employment articles
including one on Gig Economy.
For further information about getting involved with the practice
groups contact Pablo.
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MEMBER NEWS
Buyle Legal has won the 2018 award for best Belgian firm in Banking & Finance.
This is the 3rd time in 10 years the firm has won this. Congratulations!
TeekensKarstens has opened a tech office in Amsterdam. For further information
on the opening https://www.tk.nl/en/nieuws/teekenskarstens-opens-tech-officein-amsterdam/.
Delphi has been ranked in the Regi's industry survey where customer satisfaction
is measured among Sweden's law firms specialising in business law. Prizes are
awarded in five categories and Delphi came second in the classes of the Law Firm
of the Year 200+ MKR and the Large Client Price.
Jeffrey Resnick from US member firm Vogt, Resnick & Sherak is to Serve
as Chair of the Orange County Bar Association Business & Corporate
Law Section.

AGM 2019 - MILAN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
The AGM will run from 30th May to 1st June and will be hosted by
our Italian Member, Cajola & Associati.
The Annual General Meeting is the most important LEI event of the
year. It is the only event where all members come together and
share stories in an informal business setting so Milan AGM 2019 is a
great opportunity for members and non-members to develop
business relationships and to hear the developments of the LEI
strategy over the last 12 months.
DOWNLOAD THE BOOKING FORM AND FULL PROGRAMME FROM
THE WEBSITE

AGM 2019 - SNAP SHOT
Venue: NH Milano Collection President

Proposed outline highlights (these are subject to change)
THURSDAY 30th MAY
Delegates & accompanying guests 19:00 - 22:00 Welcome cocktail reception
FRIDAY 31st MAY
(9.00am - 5.15pm AGM and conference
SATURDAY 1st JUNE
Venue: Social programme in Milan
9:00am - 12:00pm Departure from the hotel and visit of either Palazzo Reale and its
exhibitions
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Brexit backstop proving problematic for
British future
The Irish backstop continues to be a sticking point in the Brexit affair –
but it’s time for a reality check. Without it, the Government, and Britain,
could be looking at a no-deal Brexit as the deadline gets nearer and
nearer.
What’s the latest?
May’s Brexit plan was spectacularly rejected on 15 January, so, in an
attempt to get a deal back on track, May returned to British MPs on 29
January, to ask for their own proposals about how Brexit should look.
They then took a vote.
Most of these amendments did not pass, but two of them did. One was the Irish boarder and
the other was to avoid a “no deal” outcome.
It became clear that a concern among MPs was that a hard boarder between Ireland and
Northern Ireland could prove difficult for movement of goods. A softer boarder would mean
that goods could still come in without stringent checks – something that is being called the
Backstop agreement.
What could happen next?
However, pro-Brexit groups are saying this will not present a clean break from Europe, as
Britain will still effectively be maintaining their links with the EU. They are pushing for a more
hard-line Brexit and now, since Tuesday, a majority of MPs are saying they want a new deal that
makes changes to the backstop.
Concerns are, as the deadline draws nearer, the country could find themselves back in the “nodeal” camp.
In terms of what happens next for Theresa May, her next task is to return to the EU to re-open
negotiations. Only problem is, the EU doesn’t want to. As far as they are concerned, the
backstop has already been dealt with – in fact, Ireland doesn’t want to change this either. On
the face of it, this is the deal that is on the table.
If the EU refuses to return to the negotiating table, Britain could be facing a hard “no deal”
Brexit on 29 March. British MPs, along with the Government, are working hard to avoid this, as
crashing out of the EU could cause concerns. There could be delays in bringing food into the
country, for example, which could push up prices. MPs have now voted against a proposal to
delay Brexit in order to prevent no-deal.
We will be keeping an eye on all the latest news from Brexit and bring you up to date.
30 Jan 2019·
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LEI MEMBER FIRM SPOTLIGHT
Sammut Legal - Malta Member firm
Sammut Legal is our member firm law firm based in Malta. Their practice has strong emphasis
on business, intellectual property and technology matter specialising in tailored services to
tech-oriented entities.
Malta – A Leader in Blockchain
In the span of a year, Malta has earned a reputation as ‘the Blockchain Island’ and has become a
thriving hub for innovation and technology.
A large part of Malta’s success owes to the enactment of legislation and the introduction of a
robust regulatory framework. In July 2018, the Maltese legislators passed 3 separate laws relating to
Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT), making it the first country in the world to provide a legal
framework for blockchain, cryptocurrencies, and DLT. The three laws work seamlessly together to
provide the industry with a comprehensive framework, and consist of the following:
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3. The Virtual Financial Assets (‘VFA’) Act
The VFA Act is intended to regulate initial coin offerings (ICOs) and service providers operating in
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the crypto-industry. Amongst others, it contains the requirements that must be satisfied for an
issuer to be able to launch an ICO and also the specific contents for the drafting of a whitepaper.
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Act is also supplemented by a rule book which sets out detailed rules that must be satisfied by the
respective parties.
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created a legal environment that fosters creativity and development in a forward-thinking manner,
while at the same time remaining robust.
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Pod Hybšmankou 19/2339
150 00 Prague 5
Czech Republic

LEI MEMBER FIRM SPOTLIGHT
EMAIL
The MalteseJIŘÍ
regulators
also overseeing the incorporation of blockchain and DLT into
KAŇKA are
E: j.kanka@advokati-ks.cz
other industries
too, including
finance, gaming, healthcare, transport, education, among
JIŘÍ SAFKA
E: j.safka@advokati-ks.cz
others. A number of future projects in technology are also being worked upon, including

WEBSITE and the internet of things.
artificial intelligence
www.lawyers-ks-prague.com

The country has already attracted several major companies, working in cryptocurrencies
as well as various other industries, to its shores. These include Binance, OKEx, Bittrex,
Neufund

Coinvest,

Decentralized

Ventures,

STASIS,

Loci

Nexus,

the

non-profit

organization Bitmalta, and nChain, to name a few. In fact, it is predicted that within 5
years the blockchain industry will match Malta’s thriving gaming industry, which already
contributes a total of over €1.2bn to Malta’s economy each year.
This is hardly surprising, as several other factors also make Malta an excellent jurisdiction
to Fintech, Blockchain and other technology-oriented businesses. Malta boasts a highly
favourable
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Malta

is

also

preferable

from

an

operational perspective, offering affordable costs for setup and operation. Located in the heart
of the Mediterranean, it is also renowned for its pleasant weather, rich history, and spectacular
views.
Malta is always working to improve these industries and the environment it has created
for them, and through its efforts blazes a trail towards the future.

Karl Sammut
E: ksammut@sammut.legal

SAMMUT LEGAL CONTACT
Office 3, The Agora Business Centre,
Triq L-Ahwa Galea, Mosta,
MST3340, Malta
T. +356 201 054 50

Key Services
- Technology
- Blockchain & DLT
- Gaming

www.sammut.legal

- Intellectual Property

Main Contact: Karl Summut

- Corporate

- Fintech
- Data Protection

